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incursions never attained the dimensions of a national rising
and indeed many of the Maori chiefs and their clans co-operated
with the white militia and volunteers in repressing them—a
task which was only accomplished after some eighteen months
of marching and fighting. By January 1870 the bandit leaders
had all either been laid by the heels or driven into hiding, and
the disturbed areas were once more pacified.
VIII. the imperial policeman
The work of the British army during the last half of the
nineteenth century may be considered from two points of view,
from either of which it appears in a highly creditable light. If
we adopt the purely military standpoint, we see that, if we
include in our catalogue of small wars the Indian Frontier
campaigns, scarcely a year has passed between 1860 and 1908
without seeing British troops in the field in one or another of
the four continents, while on many occasions we had on hand
two or even more little military enterprises at once. Thus, to
take a few random instances, the period from 1878 to 1881 saw
us engaged in one important war and a number of incidental
expeditions in Asia, and three minor campaigns in Africa.
In 1896 and 1897 we had on our hands, besides the great North-
West Frontier rising, campaigns in the Sudan, in Matabeleland,
in East Africa, and in Ashanti. During the period of the
South African War, which strained our military resources to
their utmost, we were yet able to send troops to China and
Somaliland, besides the ls[orth-West Frontier.
All this involved not merely a considerable military effort
on the part of the army and the nation, but a high degree of
readiness for the most varying kinds of war in conditions and
against adversaries resembling each other in nothing but their
diversity. Preparation for war, so easy for a Continental power,
was under these conditions impossible for us to ensure in any
perfection ; the most that could be done was to render the army
capable of entering upon any sort of campaign anywhere, in the
shortest possible time necessary for its adaptation to the local
conditions. If this point of view be steadily maintained, the
marvel will be not that we often took months before being able
to commence our operations, but that we were able to do so at
all within reasonable time; not that victory was sometimes
dearly bought and long of coming, but that it was in almost
every case ultimately secured. The minor campaigns of the
army in this epoch are characterised throughout by a facility
of adaptation to circumstances as they arose ; by a flexibility of
thought among the leaders, a high range of administrative ability

